
Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854: “The most Blessed Virgin Mary 
was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace 
and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain 
of original sin.   
 
Thus in preparing to define the dogma, Pope Pius IX stated: “And 
hence they [the Church Fathers] affirmed that the Blessed Virgin 
was, through grace, entirely free from every stain of sin, and 
from all corruption of body, soul and mind; that she was always 
united with God and joined to him by an eternal covenant; that 
she was never in darkness but always in light; and that, 
therefore, she was entirely a fit habitation for Christ, not because 
of the state of her body, but because of her original grace. . . .   
 
For it was certainly not fitting that this vessel of election should 
be wounded by the common injuries, since she, differing so much 
from the others, had only nature in common with them, not sin. 
In fact, it was quite fitting that, as the Only-Begotten has a 
Father in heaven, whom the Seraphim extol as thrice holy, so he 
should have a Mother on earth who would never be without the 
splendor of holiness” [Ineffabilis Deus].  (Excerpt from an article by Jimmy 

Akin: 8 Things You Need to Know About the Immaculate Conception)   

 
Today’s readings show the challenge of one of God’s gifts to 
mankind – FREE WILL.  The readings take us from DISGRACE, 
Adam and Eve hiding themselves from God after having 
disobeyed Him, to GRACE, the love of God bestowed upon the 
Virgin Mary, first in her being conceived without the stain of 
original sin, and then by her humble willingness to serve as God 
requests of her, to give birth to the savior of all mankind.   
 

http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Pius09/p9ineff.htm


Adam and Eve, created by God in His own image and likeness, 
free of any sin, fall to the cunningness of the serpent, the Devil, 
telling them they will be LIKE God by eating the forbidden fruit.  
Little did they understand that they were ALREADY like God in 
most every way, even to the point of creating beings themselves, 
together.  In their disobedience the sins of PRIDE and 
ARROGANCE touch the souls of all mankind. 
 
Yet, God so loved His creation, He placed into motion the 
salvation of mankind thru the immaculate conception of the 
mother of salvation, Mary, conceived without the stain of original 
sin, a pure ARC, a pure TABERNACLE in which God the Son would 
be carried into the world.  In her humble and trusting manner she 
accepts the angel’s announcement, “May it be done to me 
according to your word.” 
 
Life for us here today should be this easy, to have such a 
profound trust in God and what He has in store for us as Mary 
had.  To be willing to listen to His Word, to JESUS, and put away 
our self-pride and selfishness.  The devil is always near to us, 
closer than we may know, always alluring, picking at our 
vulnerabilities.  Yet, as Mary shows us, being OPEN to the graces 
of the Almighty gives us strength BEYOND the powers of Satan, 
to allow us to accept the will of God, to be obedient to His will. 
 
Free will – a blessing and a curse.  All God asks of us is that we 
choose rightly, as Mary did. 


